


SAGEC4A Message
W e  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  c o m p a n i o n  a n i m a l s  i n  m e d i c a l  c r i s i s .

SAGE Compassion for Animals prevents suffering and euthanasia by providing 
financial assistance to qualified pet guardians with companion animals in medical 
crisis.  We are a 501(c)(3) organization that serves the San Francisco Bay Area.

We understand that some people are severely limited by finances, and this can 
adversely affect the animal, the families and the veterinary care team (through 
compassion fatigue). We strive to provide financial assistance for veterinary care to 
pet guardians. We hope to reduce pet illness and injury by educating communities. 

Our Board Members include veterinarians, veterinary technicians, and animal 
advocates that have deep ties with animal shelters, non-profits, and rescue groups.



Meet the Team
E x p a n d e d  t h e  t e a m  o f  S A G E C 4 A t o  m e e t  g r o w i n g  n e e d s  o f  c o m m u n i t y

Julie D. Smith, 
DVM, DACVS, CCRT, MBA
Founder, Veterinary Liason

Lisa Coscino
Executive Director

Elizabeth (Lizz) Varela
Administrative Assistant

In May, Lizz Varela joined the team.  With her background in client 
service and veterinary medicine, she was a natural to work with our 
animal grant program and to support social media and other 
marketing campaigns.

Lisa Coscino came on board as an experienced executive leader in 
the nonprofit space.  Her dedication to leadership and philanthropy 
throughout her career will bring fresh perspectives and fundraising 
knowledge to support SAGEC4A’s growing programs.

Julie Smith, Founder, still works as a volunteer in the day to day of 
SAGEC4A with a focus on networking with the veterinary community, 
supporting the animal grant program, and serving as a Board 
Member.



Meet the Board
A l l  v o l u n t e e r  t i m e  a n d  c o m m i t  t o  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  S A G E C 4 A

Stephanie Boldt, 
B.A., A.S., RVT, EMT

Dan O’Brien

Susan Carsen
Renee Fernandez-Lipp, 

MBA, CEM, LEED AP, GGP
Board Treasurer

Stephanie Garcia Gonzalez, 
RVT

Lissa Richardson, 
DVM, DACVS

Board Secretary

Katrina Warburton
Board President

Vanessa Wensing, 
DVM

Board Vice President

Julie D. Smith, 
DVM, DACVS, CCRT, MBA



Integrity
• Our intentions match our actions
• We follow our moral compass even when no one is watching
• We make decisions based on sound medical knowledge and 

established criteria
• We know what is important and hold fast to that idea, even 

when it is not convenient or to our benefit

Compassion
• We treat animals and their guardians with kindness and 

understanding
• We are empathetic when we cannot provide financial 

assistance and support
• We act with care and grace when making difficult decisions
• We recognize and acknowledge that compassion fatigue in 

veterinary medicine is compounded when guardians have 
limited financial resources

Dedication
• We work faithfully to help animals
• We are devoted to preserving the pet/parent bond
• We tirelessly work towards optimal outcomes
• We unite with others to achieve our mission

Impact
•  We strive to make a permanent, long-lasting contribution
•  We make decisions with a defined purpose
•  We believe even small actions can have a big impact
•  We make the world better by improving the lives of animals 

and their guardians

Our Mission
We provide financial assistance for veterinary 
care to help companion animals in crisis and 
educate communities about ways to prevent 
and reduce illness.

Our Vision
We believe animals are amazing and that you 
love them as members of your family. We 
envision a world where you have access to 
the health care and education you need to 
give them their best lives possible.



SAGE COMPASSION FOR ANIMALS
F i n a n c i a l  Ye a r s  I n  R e v i e w

95% of each dollar donated
funds the grants we give to pet

families in need. Our staffing costs
are covered by an extremely

generous donor, making our 95%
funding model possible!



SAGE COMPASSION FOR ANIMALS
G r a n t  G i v i n g  P r o g r a m  I n  R e v i e w

2021 2022 2023 Total
Amount of Grants $105,500 $206,500 $400,000 $712,000
Number of Grants 45 76 132 253

Cats 11 25 35 71
Dogs 34 51 97 182
Performed Also Spay/Neuter 14 36 81 131

Veterinary Clinics Involved in 
Providing Services Year Over Year

20 36 44

Part of the requirement for funding is to assure that the pet is vaccinated, microchipped, and 
spayed/neutered during the veterinary visit that is being funded.  We were able to make sure that 51% of 

our grant recipients were spayed and neutered as part of the care they received!  The remainder were 
already spayed or neutered – and important part of keeping pets healthy!



Grants 2023
W e  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  c o m p a n i o n  a n i m a l s  i n  m e d i c a l  c r i s i s .



Su c c e s s  S t o r ie s
• MEET SIGYN

• Sigyn is a 7-month-old Pomski!  Her name 
comes from Norse mythology

• Being a young little puppy, she got under 
foot and was stepped on!!

• Unfortunately, her femur bone in her back 
leg was broken and needed surgery to 
repair.

• Sigyn had to be confined to a small area 
while the bones knit together.

• Surgical success!!



Su c c e s s  S t o r ie s
• MEET ZEUS

• Zeus, a young Doberman that had a bad 
habit of eating things that he shouldn’t.

• He was vomiting all of his food for 2 days.
• Diagnosed with foreign material causing a 

blockage in his intestines and he needed 
surgery.

• He had eaten some fabric, and this had 
caused his intestines to bunch up and 
damaged the blood flow to them.

• Surgery was done quickly that day and he 
recovered well!



Su c c e s s  S t o r ie s
• MEET ORIGAMI

• Origami is described as an “old soul” by 
his pet family – even though he is only 4 
years old.

• When members of his pet family are sad, 
Origami goes right up to their faces and 
puts his nose on their nose and stares 
into their eyes.  

• It was tragic the day that Origami was hit 
by a car –he sustained several fractures 
that needed specialty attention.

• Surgery needed to repair a fractured tibia 
(shin bone) and amputate his tail as it had 
lost feeling.

• Surgery was successful and he recovered 
getting the emotional support from his 
family this time!



Explore + develop a diverse range of funding 
sources, leverage our social media platforms 
+ crowdfunding to reach a broader audience 
+ engage with potential donors.

Develop clear + compelling educational 
materials that resonate with our 
stakeholders around access to care + 
convey our mission, impact + urgency of our 
cause.

Collaborate with other organizations, 
agencies, + community groups to extend our 
reach, impact + expand our Board.

Empower the communities we serve through 
community events, educational programs, + 
post vet care follow-up. Building a network of 
empowered advocates multiplies our 
effectiveness + increases our impact.

Priorities for 
2024

While we were able to increase
awareness of our animal grant

program in 2023, we are looking to 
stabilize our funding sources so that we 
never have to say no to a pet family in 

need.
Early-stage non-profits such as SAGEC4A 
face unique challenges and opportunities. 
Identifying key growth areas is crucial for 

our sustainability and impact. 



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
I T  I S  T H A N K S  T O  Y O U  T H AT  2 0 2 3  W A S  S U C H  A  S U C C E S S !

Elizabeth Adler Shelli Bodnar Joshua Clyne Rod & Corrine Fabie Gary Green Elizabeth Kollar
Carla Ahlstrom Stephanie Boldt Wim Coekaerts Matthew Falk MD Amber Halstead Joy Kosobayashi

Kendra Aiken Shennandoah Bridges Sarah Cohen Daniel Ferguson Katy Held George Kougios
Jackee & Lou Alexander Edward Brumbaugh Cynthia Cohen Renee Fernandez-Lipp Laura Heldebrant Sharon Kropf

David Alvarez Richard Bull Terry Contreras Manuel Ferreira Raul & Beverly Herrera Yvonne Laniz
Dana Armanino Terri Bullock Robert Cool Susan Filla Vineeta Hingorani Karen Lassman
David Arneson Nancy Cameron Christine Culine Janice Fournier Bridget Hoffman Lana Lau

Mitch & Carolyn Avalon Carolyn Carr Sharon Culp William Gaillard Susan Hopley Reba Leon
Jan Averre Susan Carsen Stephen Dearborn Stephanie Garcia Gonzalez David Howes Ferris Lewald

Jillian Balovich Rich & Gail Casarotti Gina Del Vecchio Manpreet Geter Susan Hunt Cindy & Michael Liebsch

Dorothy Barney Linda Charter Pamela Dernham Beatriz Gifford Alanna Iverson Barbara Lincoln & Tim 
Murphy

Luci Barry Helen Chuang Susan Diekman Denise Gilbert Max Kaehn Katherine Lindeburg
Colin Bean Alina Citrine Dirk Dorsett Iqvinder Gill Paula Kaneshiro Edwin Longboy

Joan Benitez Margaret Clary Carrie Eaton Patricia Glaser Jacqueline Khor Liu Joelle Luhn
Paddy Berne Alice Clary Katherine Edlund J Gerson Goldberg Janet Knight Candace MacEwen

Terry Blumenfeld Ann Cleland Mike & Susan Elwell Francisco Gonzalez Carole Kohne



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
I T  I S  T H A N K S  T O  Y O U  T H AT  2 0 2 3  W A S  S U C H  A  S U C C E S S !

Deborah Madden Jill Parenti Judy Rocchi Joanne Sikkes Martinez Tarra & Julian Symons Vanessa Wensing
Jenny Martin Mary Patterson Maya & Ann Rosen Rosalyn Simon Mimi Tam Jacquerlyn Wheeler

Renee Martindale Duncan Patterson Douglas Ross Suzanne Sirotnak Lisa Tanner Stephanie Williams
Holly Matthews Carol & Lee Perez Lisa Rotell Julie Smith Ann Terwilliger Michele Wioskowski

Lenora McConnell Debbie Phillips Dennis & Becca Ryan Jay & Sally Smith Debbie Theodore James Wolf
Jean-Christophe Meriaux Adrienne & Ernest Pierucci Vladimir Sadilek John Spitters Catherine Thermond Hnin & Michelle Wong

Al Minor Cathy Podell Yadira Salinas Linda Steele Robin Timm & Raymond 
Muffly Angie Wong

Margie Mitchell Judy Preefer Matthew & Amy Sapp Judy Steinkraus Jane Tong Kim & Woody Woodhouse
Brita Mittal Tony & Joyce Prescott Lisa Scaduto Christy Ann Stevens Dawn Tschaen Pranee Bonnie Works

Betty Mosher Julie Price Kim & Daniel Schaefer Andrea Stottler Jackie Tweed Lisa Wu
Gary Mount & Brenda 

Gummeson Alvin & Gwen Prichard Dennis Scheffer Jennifer Strasser MariAnne Vanella FeiFei Yeh

Jana Multhaup Leonor Raso Brian Scheinberg Cynthia Stuewe Linda Vickers Pauline Yeung
Trey & J.D. Nicoud Bernadette Reade Jessica Scheppmann Frederick Stumpp Jodie Wallace Jill Zahner

Christopher Nunez Ling Ren George Segall Samuel & Diane Sunada Katrina Warburton Jacobin Zorin
Dan O'Brien Elizabeth Richardson Tina Shippey Wendy Surber Marsha Weil Anita Zuniga

Elizabeth Oldham Elisabeth Richardson Biddle Mary Sidlauskas Michet Sylvester
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