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Tips for Obtaining Funds for Emergency Medical Care 
 
 
Before leaving the veterinary hospital: 
 

1) Apply for Care Credit and Scratchpay 
a) This will be required to apply for financial assistance, and you must use any funds 

you do obtain in order to qualify for a grant  
b) You may qualify for all necessary funds for treatment 
c) Take a screenshot/photo of the results of your application to Care Credit and 

Scratchpay 
 

2) Ask for help from family and friends 
3) Make a plea on your social media 
4) Start a “go fund me” page 

 
If you leave the veterinary hospital with your pet prior to obtaining medical care for an emergency 
condition, have a plan in place. 
 

1. Obtain a copy of your medical records from the veterinarian 
a. Although your pet will need another exam at any other veterinary hospital this may 

help speed treatment 
b. Ask for full medical records and not just the discharge instructions 
c. This document will be needed to apply for financial assistance 

 
2. Make an appointment immediately with the low-cost veterinary care option nearest to you in 

the list below.  These hospitals are experienced to help you find funds for your pet’s care.   
a. Low-cost clinics can provide care to owners with more limited funds.  Please 

schedule an appointment at your closest option within the next 24 hours. 
b. You will NOT be able to receive a grant from SAGE Compassion for Animals until you 

visit the veterinarian that will be doing the procedure, pay their initial exam fee, and 
get an estimate from them.  DO NOT wait to schedule an appointment. 

c. East Bay SPCA – www.eastbayspca.org, 510-596-1606 
Vets In Vans – www.vetsinvans.org, 415-439-0169 
Animal Fix Clinic – www.animalfixclinic.org, 510-215-9300 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prolonged time without medical care can make your pet's condition worse, 
can limit your treatment options and/or make care even more expensive. 
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